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BACK TO SCHOOL FOR THE LIL’ BRUINS

AUGUST &
SEPTEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
MISS EFFY

AUG 3

NAVASTA

AUG 4

DENNIS
LANAYA ZEENA

AUG 5

WATSON SHULA

AUG 15

HONGYVA
COOCKWIKVIA

AUG 16

AIDAN MAHAPE

AUG 16

LORENCE

SEP 4

LOMATSKA
LEONARD

SEP5

Hopi Mission School started off
another awesome year on August 15th. HMS now goes all
the way to 8th grade for the
first time in many years. Last
year HMS decided to add on
7th grade, and this year HMS
decided to add 8th grade as
well. There are 72 students
enrolled at Hopi Mission
School.
It ‘s the 2nd year that 5th
through 8th graders get to
switch classes. The classes
include Reading with Mrs. Epefanio and Ms. Yoder, Writing
with Ms. Wiebe and Ms.
Beachy, Social Studies/Science
with Ms. Robbins, and Math
with Mr. Mueller.

CHERESPOSY
DRAVEN
SAKIESTEWA
ALEXANDRA
VAVAGES

SEP22

SEP22

UPCOMING
EVENTS:
 Sporting Events: see p. 4
 PTO Meeting: Sep 4th
 Open House: Sep 12th,
6pm-8pm
 Indian Days: Sep. 25th27th

The K-4th graders do not switch
teachers. They stay with their
classroom teachers all day for
reading, writing, math, science,

social studies, art, p.e., music,
library, and computers.
This year, HMS has some excellent electives for the 5th-8th
grade students to choose from
like newspaper/yearbook, art,
drama, world culture, dance
and P.E.
Something new at HMS this
year is that the chapels are split
up. K-4 have their chapel first.
Then 5-8 have their chapel
next. On Fridays, all students
join together for a combined
chapel. Chapels are lead by
Mr. Epefanio, Mr. Waidlich,
Miss Schrag and others too.

Miss Schrag leading “Tiny Olympics”
during chapel (Philippians 4:13)

The year has started off on a
good note, and the students
are excited for what’s in store
for this school year.
By: Shaelynn Chino

Students enjoying recess time

WELCOME BACK!: LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Welcome Back! I am very excited to
say we have 72 students at HMS.
This is a far cry from about the twenty
some students HMS had three years
ago. We have exciting new changes
for HMS. We have many new electives such as World cultures, drama,
web design, art, and dance. We will
be opening up new electives as the
year goes on, such as debate, photography, Hopi farming, Hopi cooking,
and reading buddies. We have also
started a comprehensive school wide
Hopi language program. We are excited about the changes, but plan to

not stop there. We plan to work on
putting in a music program and many
other exciting changes for HMS. We
are pumped by the influx of students
attending HMS. With the number
growing we are facing new challenges like funding all these programs. But with Christ's guidance I
am sure we will succeed. The other
exciting thing is that we now have an
8th grade. As many of you know, we
have not had a 7th and 8th grade
since 1990. We are planning on a
great year of athletic competition in
the Nava-Hopi League as well as the

HEAL league. We are encouraged
that we will have another awesome
academic year also.
I would like to thank and invite
parents to be involved in HMS during the coming year. We have PTO
the first Thursday of each month
and will have an open house on
Thursday September 12th at 6pm
to 8pm. There will be hamburgers,
hot dogs, and brauts. Come early,
hungry, and meet all of your staff at
HMS. God bless.
Mr. Epefanio
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WELCOME THE LIL’ BRUINS NEWSPAPER TEAM!
These are the faithful
students in charge of
the Lil’ Bruin monthly
newspaper and HMS
yearbook. Don’t be surprised if you see them
snapping photos during
the school day, at special events, programs,
or sporting events.
Don’t be too shy if they
come to you with a

question or want to interview you.
The members of the
newspaper/yearbook
team are excited to report the happenings of
the school in order to
keep the students, families, and public informed. These students
chose the newspaper/

yearbook elective
because they love
taking pictures,
writing articles,
working with computers, getting to
know other students, and being
positive representatives of Hopi Mission School.

SABRINA CHINO
Sabrina Chino is in the
8th grade. Sabrina enjoys watching TV. because there are interesting shows. She loves
to decorate stuff like
her room, and she likes
to take pictures. Sabrina wants to finish
school and go to college
so she can get a good

job. She is looking forward to getting done
with school and getting
a great job for her life.
By Chris Beetso

others.” Her goals are in
finishing school and
getting medals at all her
track meets. She is
looking forward to the
end of this year and
possibly going to high
school in Oregon. She
also loves this school

here, and I think
it’s a really
awesome
school.”
-Alexandra
Vavages

ALEXANDRA VAVAGES
Alexandra Vavages is
an 8th grader. She enjoys running because it
helps get stuff off of her
mind and it’s healthy.
She wants to be involved in newspaper
because it’s “fun and
you get to interact with

“I do learn a lot

and will miss it when
she leaves. “I do learn a
lot here, and I think it’s
a really awesome
school.”
By Alexandra Vavages
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CHRIS BEETSO
Chris Beetso is an 8th
grade student. He likes
to play games whenever
he is bored. He wanted
to join Yearbook/
newspaper because he
gets to take pictures
and gets to know about
people. His goals are to
finish 8th grade /
school so he could get a
degree and go back to

working. He is a wonderful bright person. He
also has a high passion
for the color red, as well
as being crazy.

By Sabrina chino

SHAELYNN CHINO
Shaelynn Chino is an
8th grade student. She
is from the village of
Kykotsmovi. She
wanted to join the newspaper/yearbook team
because she thought it
would be fun and enjoys taking pictures. Her
skills of writing quickly
and being good at typ-

ing will benefit our
team. In her free time
she loves reading.
When asked what advice she would like to
share with the student
body, she advised, “Do
well in school so you
can get a good job.”

events. She really enjoys working at Hopi
Mission School. It is her
4th year working here.
Miss Yoder originally
wanted to work at a
school in a big city, but
she was put in HMS and
she loves it. Her favorite

subjects are reading,
writing, and math. Ms.
Yoder was born in Iowa,
so that’s where she is
originally from.

-Miss Yoder

MISS YODER
Miss Yoder is a teacher
at Hopi Mission School.
She teaches 6th and
7th grade reading and
newspaper/yearbook.
She enjoys helping with
cross country; she also
enjoys watching movies
and going to community

By Shaelynn Chino

“Do well in
school so you
can get a good
job.”
-Shaelynn Chino
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SPORTS REPORT: CROSS COUNTRY SEASON TAKES OFF
CROSS COUNTRY
SCHEDULE

N.H.A.J.H.L. LEAGUE
(7TH-8TH)
Aug. 28: Seba Dalkai
Sep. 4:

Star School

Sep. 11: Leupp
Sep. 18: Little Singer
Sep. 25: Indian Wells
Oct. 2:

HMS

Oct. 9:

Dilcon

This year's cross country
team has 19 runners in
the Hopi Elementary Athletic League (H.E.A.L) and
4 runners in the NavaHopi Area Jr. High League
(N.H.A.J.H.L.). The coaches
are Miss Schrag, Mr. Mueller, and Miss Yoder.
The first meet for Jr high
was August 28 at Seba
Dalkai. At the Nava-Hopi
race for the Jr. high, the
boys took home a trophy.
The first H.E.A.L. meet was
on August 29 at Hotevilla.

The runners did really
well. Also we would like to
point out that some of our
runners got top ten in both
the Junior Varsity and Varsity races.
We have wonderful
coaches who love to run,
especially with their team,
because running is an
inspiring sport. Their expectations this year are for
the team to be great role
models for the young runners and to represent the
school well. They want

their team to do their best
in every meet and to have
top ten finishes in the finals category. They are
looking forward to taking
HMS runners to state because they like to see
them do well and to complete the cross country
season right.
By Chris Beetso, Sabrina
Chino, and Alex Vavages

Oct. 16: Rocky Ridge
Oct. 23: Finals
H.E..A..L.. LEAGUE
(1ST-6TH)
Aug. 29: HBCS
Sep. 5 : HMS
Sep. 12: HDS
Sep. 19: SMDS
Sep. 26: HMS
Oct. 3:

FMES
Jocelynn Lomahoema and Lynnice Leslie
finishing at the HBCS meet

Oct. 10: Finals

N.H.A.J.H.L. runners after their first meet

SPORTS STATISTICS
N.H.J.H.L. MEET @ SEBA DALKAI
(August 28)

JV Girls

Varsity Girls
Alexandra Vavages:

H.E.A.L. MEET @ H.B.C.S (August 29)

14th

Varsity Boys

Lorina Tungovia:

28th

JV Boys

Faith Nahnacassia:

29th:

Hongyva Coochwikvia:

9th

Leonard Cheresposy:

18th

Brandon Dashee:

28th

Aaron Tungovia:

29th
30th

Kimora Koinva:

5th

Grace Lim:

9th

Lynnice Leslie:

16th

Varsity Girls

Jocelynn Lomahoema:

17th

Andriana Vavages:

5th

Gregory Duwyenie:

2nd

Faith Poocha:

21st

Londell Muldrow:

Orion Duwyenie:

3rd

Serenity Nahnacassia:

26th

Varsity Boys

Riley Lomatska:

13th

Jordyn Talahytewa:

27th

Lance Koinva:

5th
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AUTHORS AND ARTISTS

Each month, artwork, stories, poems, or narratives are submitted by teachers and the featured work is displayed for Lil’ Bruin News readers’ enjoyment.
“Tape Art” By: Faith
Poocha. (2nd grade)

“World Art” made by 3rd and
4th graders after studying the
Creation story (Genesis
“My name is Honmana. I like to
watch tv and play with my toys.”

“If I were a frog I would jump into a
swimming pool” By Zayda Dent (1st
grade)

By Honmana Quochytewa

ASK A LIL’ BRUIN: WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT HMS?

“I like numbers, the
food, and the
teachers are nice.”
-Trinity Poocha
(Kindergarten)

Interviewed by Shaelynn Chino

“Well, I like my

“It’s fun and I can

class, and I like

hang out with my

“I like learning

being a 1st grader,

friends. I like that

math and being

and I have a best

it’s a Christian

with the little

friend named

school and there are

kids.”

Navasta.”

no bullies.”

-Orion Duwyenie

-Watson Shula (1st

-Garylyn Poocha (6th

(8th grade)

Grade)

Grade)

We are on the Web!
Www.hopimissionschool.com

HOPI MISSION SCHOOL

P.O. Box 39
Kykotsmovi, AZ 86039
Phone: 928-734-2453
Fax: 928-734-5126
E-mail: hmschool03@gmail.com
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT: MISS NYMAN

Ms. Nyman is the new kindergarten teacher at HMS. She
is from Lisbon, Maryland and grew up in the country/
neighborhood. She likes HMS. At first she didn't know
what she was getting herself into because she was fresh
out of college, but she likes it. She enjoys teaching science to the kindergarteners, and she also plays basketball. She likes Arizona, but it is very different from where
she grew up. She misses her dog Tinkerbell, her family,
the grass, and most of all being closer to a grocery store.
By Alexandra Vavages

“Hopi Mission
School is a Christian School whose
faculty, staff, and
board are dedicated to promoting
sound academic
instruction in a
spiritual safe, caring, and constructive, environment.”

